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Students encouraged to read to siblings Gang awareness
La Gloria Elementary students participate in countywide program
BY DEBORAH MILLS
GONZALES — La Gloria
Elementary School students
are being taught and motivated
to read to their younger siblings, ages eight months to five
years, in their homes at least
100 times during the school
year as part of the countywide
“Read to Me Project.”
“We are very excited to participate in the Read to Me Project to support literacy and the
love of reading in the home,”
said Gonzales Unified School
District Superintendent Elizabeth Modena. “The older brothers and sisters will benefit as
much as their younger siblings
when they are empowered to
read to the younger members
of their family.”
At the beginning of September, staff and volunteers started
training fourth-, fifth- and sixthgraders and teachers the “Nine
Best Ways to Read to Young
Children.” Teachers were provided simple instructions for
implementing the program in
their classrooms with periodic
check-ins and coaching sessions throughout the year.
“Both Superintendent Liz
Modena and Principal Becky
Moore from La Gloria School
have been behind the program
100 percent,” said Read to Me
Project Founder Barbara Greenway. “Their enthusiasm has
been contagious.”
Trained, students will check
out books weekly from the
lending library to take home
to read aloud to their younger
brothers and sisters as part of
their un-graded nightly homework.
“This fits nicely in our plan
to support developing assets in
our youth and foster literacy at
an early age,” said Modena.
During the holiday season,
the students will give the “gift
of reading” by choosing and
wrapping a new book to give
to their sibling.
Nearly 80 percent of chil-
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As part of the “Read to Me Project,” Ximena (left) is being read to by her older sister Fatima.
dren in Monterey County
arrive at kindergarten not
fully prepared for school, according to First 5 of Monterey
County, and most will never
catch up.

presentation
seeks input
BY DEBORAH MILLS
GONZALES — Recently,
the community has seen an
increase with illegal drug and
gang activity, and the Gonzales
Police Department will hold a
gang awareness presentation
on Sept. 30 at Fairview Middle
School multipurpose room at
6:30 p.m.
“At the Gang Awareness Presentation we will also be covering the recent shootings we
have had in our city which are
believed to be gang-related,”
said GPD Corporal and Presentation Coordinator Juan
Mendoza.  “Our city has seen
a substantial increase in the
number of shootings compared
to the previous years.”
The presentation is a partnership between Gonzales Police
Department (GPD) and Gonzales Unified School District
(GUSD) where they are outreaching to community members to “take a stand against
gangs” and to become part of
the solution.
At the presentation, attendees will learn how to identify gangs and the identifiers
of drugs. The goal of the event
is to get community members
involved to help keep the community safe for children and
families.
At the Sept. 15 City Council
meeting GPD Chief Paul Miller
had submitted his public safety
report for the month of July.
“While I am proud to report

that we again had not gang
crime reported to the department during the month of July
2014, we have continued to
work through the 4 Cities 4
Peace collaborative to address
not only gang issues within
Gonzales, but also regional
gang issues,” said Miller. “The
department did document two
gang contacts during the month
of July.”
During the month of July,
the GPD investigated 10 Part
I Crimes (homicide, rape, robbery, assault, theft, burglary
and motor vehicle theft). The
same number of Part I Crimes
was investigated in July of
2013.
During the month, officers
arrested 32 adults and juveniles
for various crimes. During the
same time period last year, officers arrested 21 people. This
reflects a 34 percent increase in
the number of people arrested
when the two years are compared.
During the month of August,
the GPD investigated nine Part
I Crimes. During the same time
period in August 2013, the Department investigated 14 Part
I Crimes. This reflects 35 percent decrease in the number of
crimes when the two years are
compared.
During the month of August,
officers arrested 39 adults and
juveniles. During the same
See CRIME, page A8

Volunteers organize books
that will be sent out to
schools at the “Read To Me
Project” headquarters in
Salinas.
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Gonzales Pharmacy celebrates grand opening
BY DEBORAH MILLS
GONZALES — The Gonzales Pharmacy had a ribbon
cutting ceremony on Thursday
where Chamber members, city
officials and community members gathered on the sidewalk
in front of the new store on
Fourth Street.
“This is a dream come true
and I couldn’t have done this
without everyone’s help here,”
said owner and pharmacist
Jimmy Eitoku. “I look forward
to a nice big business here in
downtown.”
This is not the first time
Eitoku had his pharmacy on
Fourth Street. He spent his first
five years in business right next
door where the Western Wear
store is located.
After that, he moved to the
Alta Street location where he
operated out of that location
for 15 years.
“If anyone like my staff
hear me talking about moving
again they better stop me,” said
Eitoku. “It was a lot of work.”
Eitoku continued, “Business
has been good but we are still
getting accustomed to having
so much space. We expanded
our gift shop to carrying a lot
more items.”
The pharmacy is a full service drug store offering full
pharmacy services, such as prescription/refills, prescription
profiles, medical equipment,
vitamins, nutritional supple-
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In early January (from left) Chris LeVenton, Andy Hatch and
Cathy Gutierrez met at the Center Street site to finalize the
design and layout of the new behavioral health office.

Behavioral Health Services
celebrates new office

Deborah Mills/South County Newspapers

After the ribbon cutting, community members were invited into the pharmacy to enjoy coffee
and donuts and to view the new store’s facility.
ments, medications, florist
services, balloons, gifts and
photo/fax services and more.
Starting in October, customers who purchase gift items
for every $10 they spend they
receive a raffle ticket where
they could win a big screen TV
around the holidays.
Eitoku said he is proud of
their “Good Neighbor” policy,
where the customer comes
first.

“We also offer the convenience of online services so
each customer can check on
their history and status of prescriptions,” said Eitoku.
The new location has a customer waiting area with leather
chairs.
Gonzales Pharmacy offers
a large supply of diabetes care
supplies, NOW weight control
products and a line of medical
equipment, such as walkers

and wheelchairs. They also
have a variety of canes and a
selection of reading glasses.
The pharmacy also provides
vaccinations on a walk-in basis. They offer the flu, DAP
(whooping cough) and the
Shingles vaccine.
People can find NFL and
MLB memorabilia, stained
glass, country décor, popular
See OPENING page A8

BY DEBORAH MILLS
GONZALES — Monterey
County Behavioral Health Services will hold an official opening to celebrate its new office
at 411 Center St. The public,
providers and staff are welcome
to attend the Sept. 26 event,
which marks the collaboration
of many community partners.
“It finally all came together
and is a reality,” said Cathy Gutierrez, behavioral health services
manager. “The site looks good
and feedback from the community has been positive.”
Work began in January on
the 600-square-foot office space.
Gutierrez met with Chris LeVenton, county health department
operations manager, and Andy
Hatch of Peninsula Business
Interiors to complete the design
and furniture selection for the
space.
City staff contacted behavioral health services and

worked with the health department’s property management
staff to develop the space,
which the city is providing at
no cost.
In June behavioral health
services started using the Gonzales office to serve members
of the community. Currently,
its dual recovery staff uses the
space two days a week by appointment only.
The project was a collaborative effort which included
See OFFICE, page A8
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