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BY SAMANTHA BENGTSON
 GREENFIELD — Green-
field High School parents will 
host their first Parent-Teacher 
Association meeting on Sept. 
25. The meeting marks the first 
PTA meeting in Greenfield High 
School history. 
 During Back-to-School 
Night, Lilia Salinas, a GFHS 
parent, took names of parents 
who were interested in the PTA. 
By the night’s end, 50 parents 
signed up to attend.  
 “This group, parents, teach-
ers and community, will be a 
supporter of the high school,” 
said Salinas. “They will fund 
money for field trips, scholar-
ships, programs for parents, 
workshops, training and tutor-
ing for students.”
 Salinas said the PTA would 
promote collaboration between 
teachers, parents and the com-
munity. The PTA will also have 
a role in Sober Grad Night. 
 After the first informational 
PTA meeting, Salinas said she 
will know if there is enough 
interest to go forward with the 
PTA. In order to continue, 30 to 
50 parents need to participate.
 “This is my dream because I 

know the school needs parents 
to help the students,” said Sali-
nas. “I want to know my com-
munity and I want to see a better 
future for students.  I want other 
parents to know about this or-
ganization because it provides 
positive reinforcement for the 
students.”
 Salinas said that she would 
especially like to see parents of 
freshmen get involved. A PTA 
will allow parents the opportu-
nity to see what is happening at 
the high school. 
 “My family has three gen-
erations that graduated from 
this high school and I’m proud 
because I know my daughters 
graduated right here,” said 
Salinas. “This school is like a 
second home and I would like to 
see parents get involved, volun-
teer hours, support the school, 
and know what is happening in 
other programs.”
 Through the PTA organiza-
tion,  parents would also be 
informed about the Gear-Up 
program, which helps students 
prepare for college.
 The first meeting is Thursday, 
Sept. 25, at La Plaza Bakery at 
6:30 p.m. 

Group may make 
history with PTA

BY SAMANTHA BENGTSON
 GREENFIELD — Fourth- 
and fifth-grade students at El 
Camino Real School are reading 
to their younger siblings and 
raising their test scores.
 “Barbara (Greenway) came 
to school last August and said 
‘you know Sonia, I’m really con-
cerned about early literacy,’” 
said Sonia Aramburo, principal 
at El Camino Real. “Because she 
worked at the school in Salinas 
in the Alisal District and saw 
that many children didn’t have 
the literacy skills coming in to 
the school system and so she 
started this program.”
 Greenway told Aramburo 
about how students in fourth- 
and fifth-grade check out books 
if they have siblings under the 
age of five and read the books 
to their younger siblings. The 
siblings have to be between the 
ages of 8 months old to 5 years 
old. 
 “They check out a book and 
every night they go home and 
they read to their siblings,” 
said Aramburo. “Which is really 
great because so many of our 
parents work long hours and 
so for their siblings to come 
home and read to the children, 
is reinforcement for the older 
sibling.”

 The program also allows 
eight month to 5-year-old sib-
lings to learn pre-literacy skills. 
They learn how to hold a book, 
and reading left to right. 
 The Read to Me project 
was originally brought into El 
Camino Real School at the be-
ginning of last year. Aramburo 
had Greenway come to the first 
teacher meeting of the year and 
speak about the program to all 
of the staff.
 “Our teachers were very 
enthusiastic and we set up a 
training date with all of our 
fourth- and fifth-grade teach-
ers,” said Aramburo. “She came 
into each of their classrooms 
and she explained the program 
and she set up a training for 
the children that were going to 
participate about how to read 
to their siblings.”
 Last year 69 students par-
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Rodrigo and Vivian prepare for the next classmate to tell them 
how many days they read to their sibling and how long.

El Camino Real students 
read to their siblings

BY SAMANTHA BENGTSON
 GREENFIELD — Frank 
Lynch is the newest addition 
to Greenfield High School team 
and is making his mark as prin-
cipal beginning Sept. 18.
 “This is my 17th year in 
education over all,” said Lynch. 
“I have spent 11 years as a vice 
principal or assistant principal 
and then before that six years 
teaching physics, chemistry 
and geoscience.”
 Lynch was born in South 
New Jersey, and has lived in 
the San Fernando Valley just 
outside of Los Angeles for 
many years. Lynch lived in the 
Antelope Valley for the last 17 
years and after he graduated 
from college he moved back to 
Pennsylvania for a while. Lynch 
also served in the Marine Corps 
and is a retired Lance Corporal. 
Lynch said that he applied in 
the Central Coast area because 
he and his wife travel up High-
way 101 to Monterey and south 
to San Luis Obispo and Arroyo 
Grande and really like the area.
 “We figured if I was going to 
relocate for a job it would be 
someplace we like to go,” said 
Lynch. “So here I am.”
 Lynch was introduced to the 
students and their parents at 
Back-to-School Night and was 

welcomed by one of the biggest 
audiences that has come to a 
Greenfield High School func-
tion.
 “I’m very impressed, it was 
standing room only for our first 
part of the evening so it’s nice 
to see a huge turnout of parents 
coming out,” said Lynch. “One 
of the things I’m hopefully go-
ing to be working on quite a 
bit is getting some community 

support and being involved in 
the community. I’m glad to see 
that we’ve already got people 
coming in here to be involved 
with us as well.”
 Lynch said he would like 
to see parent participation 
through the Parent-Teacher 
Association and hopefully be 
able to bring back to booster 
club. The people that Lynch has 
come into contact with have 

been very receptive and very 
friendly, he said, and Lynch is 
looking forward to the next 
year.
 “I keep an open door and 
I always answer my phone,” 
said Lynch. “If you’ve got 
a question or concern or 
anything you want to know 
whether it ’s about me or 
what’s going on at the school 
just give me a call.”

Greenfield High School welcomes new principal
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Frank Lynch, principal at Greenfield High School, met two Link Crew members during back to school night. Lynch also attended 
his first Greenfield High School football game Friday night. Pictured, from left to right: Joey Alameda, Alfredo Tinajero and 
Frank Lynch.

Photo by Jorge Morales

Greenfield High School welcomed the biggest crowd for Back-to School Night on Sept. 17. 
More than 700 people made their way into the Student Union.

BY SAMANTHA BENGTSON
 GREENFIELD — Chase 
Bank and Google are partner-
ing up to give grants to busi-
nesses between Sept. 3 and 
Oct. 3 as part of the Mission 
Main Street grant program.
 “Chase is going to give out 
grants to businesses across 
the country,” said Lilian Ya-
hyavi, relationship manager. 
“Chase Bank will be giving out 
20 grants of $150,000 to busi-
nesses.”
 To have the opportunity to 
win a grant for a company, a 
person logs onto www.chase.
com and answers a short ques-
tionnaire between Sept. 3 and 
Oct. 3. If a company or owner 
is not on Facebook, the owner 
or company representative can 
go onto Facebook and create a 
free account. 
 “Get all your friends in the 
community to ‘like’ you on 

Facebook, you need 250,” said 
Yahyavi. “Then Chase is going 
to look at your business and see 
if you are eligible. I want to get 
the word out because Salinas 
Valley is really important and 
let’s show the rest of the U.S. 
how important we are and get 
out there.”
 Between Sept. 3 and Oct. 
17, anyone can show support 
by voting with their Facebook 
account. Businesses must re-
ceive at least 250 votes to be 
considered for a grant. Expert 
panelists will select 20 grant 
recipients from eligible busi-
nesses. The results will be 
announced mid-January.  
  Chase Bank focuses on 
businesses in the United States 
and works with millions of 
businesses every year.  Mission 
Main Street Grants is an effort 

Chase Bank, Google team up to award grants to small businesses
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Lilian Yahyavi and Martin Lizarbe, vice president and branch 
manager at Chase in Greenfield, pose with Angel Torres. 
Yahyavi and Lizarbe explained that Chase Bank is working 
with businesses to expand their facilities and operations.
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by JP Morgan Chase Bank, 
Nation Association (Chase) to 
increase awareness of the im-
portant role small businesses 
play in local communities 

and to help small businesses 
grow. Chase will provide funds 
designed to enable an eligible 
for-profit small business to use 
the grant to execute a business 
plan that will result in expan-
sion and growth of the small 
business. 
 “What makes our busi-
ness different is we are sort 

of l ike the old-fashioned 
banker that  you used to 
have,” said Yahyavi. “What 
we do is we really focus on 
how the cash comes into 
the business, how it moves 
in the business and how it 
exits. Our job as an anchor 
for your business is to see 
how we save you money.”

ticipated in the program and 
Aramburo said the minute the 
other fourth- and fifth-grade 
students’ siblings turned eight 
months old, they wanted to 
join the program. The program 
also gave students the chance 
to wrap books for their sib-
lings for Christmas and was 

sponsored through All Saints 
Church.
 This year eight classes are 
participating in the Read to Me 
program. All four fourth-grade 
classes and all four fifth-grade 
classes are receiving boxes of 
books for their classrooms and 
have the option to either trade 
with other classes and get 
more books from Greenway as 
well.
 “My sister’s one year old and 
teach the red book because it’s 

for babies and it has the ‘b’ for 
babies,” said Vivian, a fourth-
grade student in Ms. Betz’s 
class.
 Vivian and Rodrigo, another 
fourth-grader in Ms. Betz’s 
class, are in charge of passing 
out books to their classmates 
and asking them how often 
they read to their siblings. 
Vivian and Rodrigo usually 
collect the Read to Me books 
on Fridays and pass out new 
books to their classmates. 

SUBMITTED ARTICLE
 GREENFIELD — On Sun-
day, Oct. 19, downtown Green-
field will play host to the annual 
Greenfield Harvest Festival, 
which includes a run, parade, 
food, an art festival and many 
other family activities. 
 The day begins at 8:30 a.m. 
with the 5K/1K Harvest Run 
starting at Oak and El Camino 
Real. Proceeds of the run ben-
efit the Greenfield High School 
track team. Applications are 
available at www.firstnightmon-
terey.org or www.greenfield-
artscenter.org. 
 The festival parade kicks off 
the festivities. It starts at 11:15 
a.m. at the Greenfield Library. 
 Events continue throughout the 
afternoon and early evening. 
 “The family oriented arts 
event, held in historic down-
town Greenfield on El Camino 
Real between Apple and Oak 
streets is certain to please the 
entire family,” said Ellen Martin, 
executive director of nonprofit 

organization First Night Mon-
terey, a festival organizer.
“It begins with music that show-
cases the best of local and re-
gional cumbia, banda, and rock 
and roll bands on four stages. 
Dancing is encouraged!”
 Interactive activities are 
located throughout the event 
site. Along El Camino Real, local 
community organizations will 
have a petting zoo, pony rides 
and street chalk art. First Night 
has a pumpkin patch at the library 
with a variety of booths including 
photos, scarecrow making and 
maraca, and a car show.
 “The day is filled with music, 
art, food crafts, and artisans 
selling their wares,” said Martin. 
“Bring your kids along and let 
them explore their creativity 

and learn about different cul-
tures.”
 Organizers hope to bring 
the community together to cel-
ebrate all cultures through the 
arts. Taiko drummers, African 
drummers, Aztec dancers and 
a Chinese lion dance troupe 
are part of the celebration of 
diversity.
 The Greenfield Harvest Fes-
tival is sponsored by the Salinas 
Valley Solid Waste Authority, Arts 
Council for Monterey County, 
Greenfield Chamber of Com-
merce and First 5 of Monterey 
County, California Arts Council 
and South County Newspapers.
 Volunteers, food and mer-
chandise vendors, and runners 
may download applications 
from the website.

STAFF REPORT
 GREENFIELD — On Sept. 
18 Greenfield police officers 
responded to a shooting at 329 
Pepper Drive.
 When officers arrived at 
the scene, the body of an adult 
male was in the street, near a 
parked vehicle. Preliminary 
investigation suggests the 
victim and a child passenger 
were seated in a car when a 
gunman approached on foot 

and began shooting at the 
adult male. The child fled, 
uninjured. The adult victim 
died at the scene.
 The alleged shooter has 
been described as a young 
adult male, Hispanic, 5 feet 
6 inches to 5 feet 7 inches 
tall. He was wearing a white 
shirt and blue jeans and was 
last seen running north from 
Pepper Drive toward Apple 
Avenue. The suspect has a red 

and green tattoo on one of his 
arms, possibly in the shape of 
the state of California.
 Police from King City, Sole-
dad and the CHP assisted with 
the crime scene and prelimi-
nary investigation.
 Anyone with information 
about this offense is encouraged 
to contact Detective Medeles at 
760-6277 or contact the WeTip 
anonymous hotline at (800) 782-
7463.

Harvest Festival set for October

Man killed in shooting on Pepper Drive

BY SAMANTHA BENGTSON
  PINE CANYON — The 
South Monterey County Fire 
Protection District (SMFPD) 
responded to 44 incidents this 
quarter, the majority being med-
ical aid and vehicle accidents.
 “The big one that stands out 
was the shooting incident here 
in Maritt and Pine Canyon,” 
said David Nicholson, Cal Fire 
representative from San Benito 
and Monterey County.
 The incident was at the inter-
section and the bullet grazed the 
male driver’s head. The firefight-
ers assisted the driver into the 
ambulance and then a Crime 
Science Investigation team 
came down from the Monterey 
County Sheriff’s Office. The fire-
fighters stayed at the scene for 
approximately four hours with 
the rescue rig providing lights 
for the crime scene.

 The Pine Canyon firefighters 
also responded to an accident 
on Aug. 19 involving a Fed-Ex 
truck. The Fed-Ex truck caught 
fire on top of Warren Grade and 
marked the first fire that Engine 
8623 was on and had five volun-
teer firefighters respond.
 “Pretty much all the radios 
have been cloned, reprogrammed 
and taken care of,” said Nich-
olson. “There have been some 
frequency issues that we’ve had 
and we are working on those.”
 On the training front, the fire-
fighters attended an auto educa-
tion class at Fort Hunter Liggett 
and have continued training at 
the Pine Canyon Fire station 
and have some cars in King 
City Fire station to continue the 
training. 
 “At Lockwood they did a 
bunch of rope rescue stuff and 
I went down there to help out 

with that,” said Aaron Young, 
Cal Fire representative for San 
Benito and Monterey County. 
“We have the Blanchet training 
set up on September 23 at this 
fire station for Arroyo Seco and 
this (Pine Canyon) fire station 
for the new Blanchet tool that 
hooks into the front bumper of 
the new rescues that we got.”
 The owner of the company 
will be at the Pine Canyon Fire 
Station to assist with the train-
ing. The firefighters will also 
have access for EMS and CERT 
training through the Internet. 
Young said that SMCFPD is 
in the process of creating a 
corporate email account for 
South Monterey County. Each 
volunteer will have their name 
at somocofire.com providing 
the training office with the 
ability to email materials to the 
volunteers.
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John Owens updates the South Monterey County Fire Protection District board on what the fire 
stations have been doing and what the needs are for the upcoming year. Pictured, from left to 
right: David Nicholson, Theresa Volland, John Owens and new District Fire Chief Brennan Blue.

Fire Protection District updates 
on incidents and training

SUBMITTED ARTICLE
  KING CITY — On Sept. 
27 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the 
Monterey County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) will give 
the public its ninth opportunity 
in four years to prevent pill 
abuse and theft by ridding 
their homes of potentially dan-
gerous expired, unused, and 
unwanted prescription drugs. 
 Bring your pills for disposal 
to the Pine Canyon Fire Station 
on 51251 Pine Canyon Road, 
in King City. The DEA cannot 
accept liquids or needles, or 
sharps, only pills or patches. 
The service is free and anony-

mous, no questions asked.
 Last  Apri l ,  Americans 
turned in 390 tons (more than 
780,000 pounds) of prescrip-
tion drugs at nearly 6,100 sites 
operated by the DEA and more 
than 4,400 of its state and lo-
cal law enforcement partners.  
When those results are com-
bined with what was collected 
in its eight previous Take Back 
events, DEA and its partners 
have taken in over 4.1 million 
pounds — more than 2,100 tons 
— of pills.  
 This initiative addresses a 
vital public safety and public 
health issue. Medicines that 
languish in home cabinets are 

highly susceptible to diversion, 
misuse, and abuse. Rates of 
prescription drug abuse in the 
U.S. are alarmingly high, as 
are the number of accidental 
poisonings and overdoses due 
to these drugs. Studies show 
that a majority of abused pre-
scription drugs are obtained 
from family and friends, includ-
ing from the home medicine 
cabinet. In addition, Americans 
are now advised that their 
usual methods for disposing 
of unused medicines — flush-
ing them down the toilet or 
throwing them in the trash — 
both pose potential safety and 
health hazards. 

Sheriff ’s Office taking back unwanted medication
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